
What month does 
October celebrate? 

How might this link to 
our DRIVE Vale-ues?



• October is Black History Month in the UK and it has been 
celebrated nationwide every year for nearly 40 years.

• It was originally founded to recognise the contributions 
that people of African and Caribbean backgrounds have 
made to this country over many generations.

• Black history month was first launched in London in the 
1980s, where the aim was for the local community to 
challenge racism and educate themselves and others 
about the British history that was not taught in schools.

• Black people have been in Britain for a lot longer than 
previously thought - One of the oldest skeletons ever 
found was that of the Cheddar Man who had dark skin 
who was alive during the Stone Age.

• Throughout history black people have always been 
present in the UK but there has been a lack of 
representation in the history books. Many people say that 
it's important to remember the forgotten people who 
have helped to shape the UK and the world.

• Black History Month is celebrated today across the UK, 
you will find events on blackhistorymonth.org.uk with 
everything from food festivals, to music workshops, 
drama and theatre to educational seminars and lectures.

Black History Month: What is it and why is it celebrated?

Based on what we 
have just read, what 
do you think is the 
purpose of Black 
History Month?

What do our political leaders think?

- To promote knowledge 
of Black History

- To promote equality
- To provide role models



What do you know about Black History?
3 Pictures of influential black people will come up on the screen. Your job is to 

put your hand up and tell me who they are and 3 facts about them.

Martin Luther King, Barack Obama and Rosa Parks are obviously 
FANTASTIC heroes of Black History Month. We know what they have 
achieved is AMAZING, but they are very prominent figures and most of us 
have already learnt about them during a previous Black History Month.

Your challenge this Black History Month is to find out about the great 
black people you DO NOT already know about. How they changed the 
world, what they created and what brilliant things they did! So your task 
is to find me in October and tell me 5 facts about an influential black 
person in history and I will give you five house points in return.

For now lets look at one inspirational figure together.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LjAOQTrXAA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8LjAOQTrXAA


Who and what will you discover?


